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D e v e l o p m e n t a l E d i t o r



A b o u t M e

• B A in Eng l i sh L i terature a n d Creat ive Writ ing

• M A in Creat ive Writ ing

• Publ ished in print a n d online

• A w a r d e d the Chr is K. J o n e s Scholarship

• No rt h e rn Writers A w a r d Winner 2 0 2 4

• M e m b e r o f the SOA, BFS , a n d B S F A

2



W h a t do I do?
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• A t a bas ic level, I w o r k w i t h y o u to turn y o u r d ra f t s into 

something you can be proud of

• I w a n t to help y o u a n d y o u r s t o r y to be the best it can be

• I’ll also help y o u f igure out h o w to wr i te y o u r elevator pitch
a n d s y n o p s i s for t h o s e important submiss io ns



W h a t does it involve?
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• W e agree o n t imesca les a n d fee

• I take y o u r work , read it, m a k e n o t e s o n it

• W e arrange a meet ing (or several) to d isc u s s the feedback

• I  send you a  report  detai l ing  the main points  of  
d iscuss ion

• Dur ing our me e t in g s , I a s k quest ion s a n d e n g a g e in 
conversat ion t o g e t y o u think ing a b o u t w a y s t o act o n the 
feedback



H o w m u c h does it cost?

5

£ 1 0 per 1 , 0 0 0 w o r d s

£ 5  f o r  N o r t h u m b r i a  
S t u d e n t s / A l u m n i



W h a t do people think?

• J Archer A v a r y – Author a n d Poet

• S t e p h e n M c G o w a n h a s been m y f i rst reader a n d edit ing 

partner for more t h a n a year. In th is time, I’ve g r o w n to 

t rust h is judgement a n d insight. His vital and 

uncompromis ing feedback h a s ass is ted m e great ly in the 

submiss ion process, especia l ly in r e - eva luat ing a n d re-

w o r k i n g rejected pieces. To date, three pieces o f m y short  

f ict ion h a v e seen publ icat ion after go ing through

substant ia l edits w i th S t e p h e n at m y side. He’s s h o w n a 

keen eye for plot, pacing, a n d dialogue. Sometimes, w h e n I 

become frustrated w i th a piece or lose focus, he a s k s  

quest ions that br ing m e b a c k to the c r u x o f the matter  

natural ly , w i thout c o m i n g a c r o s s a s patroniz ing. One of

his m o s t valuable attr ibutes is h is abi l i ty to w o r k within  

the conf ines o f genre a s well a s outs ide it 6

Auburn L a n g l e y – Author

After my session with Stephen, I now feel inspired to

tackle the edit I’ve been avoiding for months!

Most writers, myself included, are somewhat worried 

what an editor is going to say regarding their creation, 

but Stephen put me at ease straight away with 

assurances of trusting my own voice as a writer. He 

was incredibly encouraging in his remarks, especially 

in terms of balancing the wants of the publishing 

industry with my own storytelling truths. His industry 

knowledge of my genre was invaluable, and his 

feedback was insightful and relevant to my overall

story goals, he was tactful but didn’t shy away from 

explaining why he thought changes could be made or 

pointing out as a reader which part stood out as 

incongruent. As we wrapped up the session, I 

immediately inquired about his availability for further

work!



H o w to g e t in to uch
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• Emai l – stephenmcgowanauthor@out look.com

• K o - f i – https://ko-f i .com/stephenmcgowan

• Blog - https://stephenmcgowan.substack.com

mailto:stephenmcgowanauthor@outlook.com

